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St. Benildus College Parents’ Association

Newsletter - February 2010


	Thank-you!   The committee would like to thank all those parents who made a contribution to the Parents’ Association at the start of the year. It is very encouraging to the committee to have the work of the Association supported in this way. These 
	
	funds have been used in the past to have speakers address issues/concerns of parents, to post notices to parents, to support student activities such as the chess club, student council, sports etc. Again, thank you for your support.  


	Our AGM   was held on the 6th of October and while the turnout of parents was somewhat disappointing, the presentations from Ms Fiona Condron and Ms Sandra Downey were very well received. Ms Condron spoke about the college counselling service and Ms Downey gave very practical advice and guidelines on study skills.  These presentations were very interesting and feed-back from those parents who attended was very positive. 
It is planned by Ms Downey to provide some of the presentation material on the college website.
While an outside speaker could have featured at our AGM (at considerable expense), having teachers talk at the AGM was felt to be far more interesting and pertinent to parents. We would like to thank Ms Condron, Ms Downey and the college for affording us this opportunity.
	
	Second Hand Books   Unfortunately holding a second hand book sale cannot be facilitated prior to the beginning of the school year. This issue is explained on the attached Response to Parent Comments. However the Association is planning to facilitate an evening in September when second hand books can be sold and/or bought.
Book Sale on Wednesday 8th September

from 7pm to 8pm
Parents/students are invited to come along on the night and they can sell direct to another parent/ student. It is advisable to check the Booklists on school website to ensure the book is required (Exam. Papers not written on, can be included).

Alternatively if you have books but are not interested in selling them, the Association would

	 Bag Packing   At the end of September, the Association organised Bag Packing in Tesco as a fundraiser for the school. The number of students who volunteered to give up their free time to help raise funds for the college was amazing and is a great reflection on both parents and the college alike. The increase in the number of volunteers this year was probably the reason the collection was up on last year to €5,241. The effort from each student
	
	gratefully accept any donation of school books – these can be dropped into the school office between 8 and 4, (the office is open all summer except the final two weeks of July). All proceeds from sales of donated books will go directly to the school. Please note that 6th year parents and/or students are very welcome to return to the school for this book sale!

Please take a note of this event in your diary

	was terrific - each had to put in a hard two hours work and some did double shifts! All students helping out over the twenty hours of bag packing
	
	did themselves, their parents and the College proud. Well done to all! The College was very appreciative of all the hard work by everyone.

	The new college Web Text Service has been funded by monies raised from this Bag Packing exercise. This is a new initiative by the college to keep parents informed and should be very useful for parents, as demonstrated during the recent school closure due to the snow.


	Issues/ Comments Raised by Parents:   Each year we invite parents to note any comments or concerns they have, on the contribution request form. In the past we have addressed these issues in our Newsletter but due to space restrictions, the responses have had to be quiet ‘curt’.  This year we are outlining these issues on a separate information sheet which we have issued to each parent along with this Newsletter  i.e. the Response to Parent Comments. The reason for this is basically space and presentation! Hopefully the new format is a success and parents will find it more comprehensive.


	Committee List As with previous years, we are very lucky to have such a hard working committee that volunteer their time and effort to work with the school at bringing about improvements. This year we had eleven parents join the committee, in addition to thirteen parents who remained on from the previous year. Please feel free to contact any of the members listed below, if you have any general issues or comments which you would like to raise with the Association.
Name
Telephone
Son’s Year
Brennan
Suzanne
086 821 9086
6th, 5th & 1st
Byrne
Denise
* 086 889 0577
5th & 4th 
Gentleman 

Siobhan
087 937 5037
1st
Hennigan
Jenny
087 616 4114
4th & 1st 
Horan
Helen
* 087 751 4099
4th 
Kelly
Pamela
086 602 3831
4th & 1st 
Kyne-Delaney

Margaret

087 635 2630

5th & 2nd 


	Run For Life: Once again the annual Run For Life was a great success, thanks to the commitment of the boys and the teachers who organize the event. This year €31,000 was raised and will be distributed to various charities. This event takes a huge amount of hard work and planning but the result makes it all worthwhile! Thanks to all who contributed to the success of this charity event.  
College Website: The Association hope to include more information on the college website e.g. committee list etc.

	Mahon

Irene

087 282 5123

4th & 1st 

Malone

Declan

085 174 4611

6th & 2nd 

Malone

Liz

087 668 0506

6th 

McCann

Catherine

087 935 6949

4th 

McMahon

Ciarán

086 233 1664

1st 

McMahon

Rachael

 085 710 5959

6th & 2nd 

McManamon

Fintan

087 238 0687

4th 

Murphy

Maria

* 087 650 7031

5th 

Norgrove

Anne

* 086 810 6789

3rd 

O’Brien

Colm

086 109 8338

3rd 


	Kilmacud Musical Society will present Calamity Jane on Tuesday 2nd March to Saturday 6th March at 8pm in St. Benildus College. 
Contact Gillian on 294 8074 for bookings. 
The Association will provide refreshments during the interval, as a fundraiser for the college.


	Power-Kelly

	Moya

	086 102 4046

	2nd 


	Quinn

	Siobhan

	086 309 1401

	2nd 


	Rafferty

	Kay

	087 631 7359

	2nd 


	Smith

	Des

	087 069 3509

	3rd 


	Wallace

	Billy

	086 381 7380

	6th & 4th 


	Whelan

	Paul

	* 086 816 0747

	5th 


	Whelan

	Patricia

	 086 815 1627

	5th 



	
	Benildus06@eircom.net 

If you would like to be emailed the monthly school news, send email to the above address, requesting to be included on email list.


* These individuals hold roles within the committee e.g. chair, treasurer, secretary etc









